REMINISCENCES

hold which he tad gladdened by Ms ready and kindly
acceptance of a hospitable invitation, and by Ms pleasant
and companionable ways as a guest.    I had many agree-
able talks with him about  our different experiences
during the lecturing tours which came thus near to each
other, and I need hardly say that Arnold was not one of
the Englishmen who regard America as an odd sort of
new country to be put up with and patronised or good-
humouredly satirised by the superior order of visitor
from the old land.    Of late years it has become quite
usual for English literary men and scientific men to visit
the United States as lecturers; and many of our popu-
lar divines have preached from American pulpits.   But
I know that in America there was an impression that
Matthew Arnold was a man of retiring  disposition,
whose natural inclination would be to avoid all public
display,  and to shrink from committing his  spoken
utterances to   the   criticism   of   a  popular audience.
Therefore, up to the time of his actual appearance in
the lecturing arena there was much doubt felt in the
States as to whether Arnold could really be induced to
cross the Atlantic for the purpose of giving lectures;
and there was a feeling of something like positive grati-
tude when it became certain that he would come and
that he would speak.   I think I have already observed
that there are some English writers who were thoroughly
appreciated in the United  States   before  they were
thoroughly appreciated in their own country.    Robert
Browning and Elizabeth Barrett  Browning were un-
doubtedly two of these;  another is Herbert Spencer;
and yet another was Matthew Arnold. had
